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Upcoming Events
Spring Concert
Announcing the Spring Concert 
performed by the Choir! Join us 
for a wonderful concert, followed 
by a light dinner, dessert, and 
dancing.
Date: Sunday, May 18, 2008
Time: Doors open 3:00 P.M. / 
Concert at 4:00 P.M.
Where: Germania Verein Hall 
Music: Bill Blythe Band
Admission: $25 for all
Tickets: Purchase from any 
Choir members or call Edith 
(408.379.6540).

Calendar of Events

Department News
Language Group

he Sprachabteilung meets at 7:30 p.m. for a 
lively Stammtisch for a few hours every other 
Wednesday at Hardy's Restaurant in Sunnyvale. 

Please join us. 
Our Sprachabteilung is partnered with Almenrausch 
Schuhplattler of Oakland and we are invited to their 
dance practices on Mondays. If you are interested 
in learning traditional dances such as polkas and 
Schuhplattler, this is a lot of fun.
If anyone 35 years or older of intermediate level is 
interested soccer, teams are forming for indoor and 
outdoor soccer, mens and coed games, weekly games, 
and tournament play. 
For more information please contact Albert 
Zimmermann at 408.210.9491 (cell) or 408.281.8949 
(home) or email AlbertZimmer@yahoo.com.
Thank you for your interest. Albert Zimmermann

Kaffeeklatsch
Our Mother’s Day brunch will be held on May 13 at 
12 noon, upstairs in our club room. I hope for good 
participation and I look forward to great food too.

In June we will meet for the last time before 
our summer vacation in July.

Our member Elsi Jatulionis is still hospitalized. We 
hope to see her soon and wish her speedy recovery.
Edith Meyer (408.374.2373)

Skat
The next Skat games will take place on May 15 and 
June 19 upstairs at the Germania Hall. 
Gut Blatt, Dittmer Bubert

Picnic at Vasona Park
Summer is almost here and it's 
time for our annual picnic at 
Vasona Park.
Date: Saturday, June 7, 2008
Time: Festivities start at 11:00 a.M.
Where: Vasona Park in Los Gatos 
Food: Würstchen, salad, bread, 
and soft drinks provided by club.
Donations: Donations from non-
member guests are welcome.
Reservations: Call Elizabeth 
Muth at 408.255.7637 or Celcilie 

Springer at 408.371.8922 to 
make reservations as a head 
count is needed. We also 
need to know how many 

children are participating.
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The President’s Message
gain, I’d like to bring our membership up to date on our kitchen project, which at this time, has made great progress. All 
plumbing and electrical work, except for some minor details, has been completed. The first pieces of kitchen equipment 
have arrived and are ready for hook-up. 
By the time this newsletter reaches you we may be near completion of the upgrade. Achim Schomann and his crew, 
Klaus Glimski, Ed Loens and Hans Muskat have put in many hours of work to tackle this project. How can we ever 
thank them?

They finally poured the concrete in front of the building on our south side and it appears to be completed. We're eagerly 
anticipating the type of business that may occupy the yet empty shell.
The Schützenfest on May 19 was a great success. Read all about it in the Department 
News section of this newsletter. Don’t forget the upcoming Spring Concert of the 
Germania Choir on May 18. Tickets are still available from any choir member. Then on 
Saturday, June 7 is the Germania picnic at Vasona Park in Los Gatos. Bring your family 
and friends for a great afternoon in the park. Usually you meet old friends at the picnic 
whom you have not seen for a long time.
Be sure and attend our monthly meetings to stay informed about the Germania Club.
Hermann Rehmeyer

Department News
Hiking
We have two upcoming hikes scheduled. As always, 
participants go at their own risk. Lets carpool on all 
of our hikes to save fees, gas, and the environment. 

May 4, 2008: Hidden Villa Ranch in Los Altos at 12 Noon
Take Hwy 280 north to El Monte and Moody Rd. ��
Go west (left) past Foothill College. Stay to the ��
left when road forks. 
After 2.2 miles on Moody Rd, you'll see the AYH ��
sign on the left. Turn left and go through the gate 
to the 1st parking lot, where we will meet.

June 8, 2008: Rancho San Antonio County Park- in 
Cupertino at 11 am

Take Hwy 280 north from San Jose to Foothill ��
Expy in Cupertino. 
Go west to 1�� st light and right on Christo Rey Dr.
Follow the sign to San Antonio County Park. ��
We will meet at the restroom area. ��

For information, call Claire at 408.241.5738, since 
Werner and Klara are in Germany, and will return at 
the end of June. There will be no hiking in July and 
August. 
Your fearless leader, 
Werner Kahlen (408.374.2373)

Germania Verein
P.O. Box 622, San Jose, CA 95106

261 North 2nd Street, San Jose, CA 95112
GermaniaVerein@aol.com  408.275.9308

www.germaniaverein.org

Board of Directors
President  Herman Rehmeyer  408.249.3047

Vice President  Frieda Sonksen  408.448.5084
Secretary  Ute Nelson  408.241.2926

Treasurer  Position available

Directors
Siegfried Boldt  408.978.0904

Klaus Glimski  408.269.5091
Peter Heinze  650.368.5401

Dennis Mueller  408.246.4644

Departments
Choir  Melissa Guerero  831.726.3076

Carnival  Georg Breitling  408.448.5084
Hiking  Werner Kahlen  408.374.2373

Kaffeeklatsch  Edith Meyer  408.379.6540
Language  Albert Zimmermann  408.281.8949

Line Dancing  Jutta Kiel  408.241.4132
Shooting  Georg Breitling  408.448.5084

Skat  Dittmer Bubert  650.961.6122

Committees
Aiello  Werner Springer  408.371.8922

Bar  Frieda Sonksen  408.448.5084
Remodeling  Achim Schomann  408.776.9908

Membership  Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
Purchasing  Gerhard Lüneburger  408.226.5425

Refreshments  Hildegard Wehner  408.246.4644
Renovations  Wilhelm Grotheer  408.253.5218

Sunshine  Jutta Kiel  408.241.4132

Newsletter
Editor  Susanne Ivarson  707.527.9327

sjivarson@sbcglobal.net

German Pioneers
Learn about our German ancestors who have 

contributed to this area since 1841. Visit  
www.germanamericanpioneers.org or  
contact Maria Brand at 408.270.4888.

Committee News
Sunshine
This has been a very busy time 
to spread much needed sunshine. 
Many good wishes go out to our 
members who are in the hospital 
and those who are recuperating. 
Do call your friends and let 
them know that you are thinking 
of them and that they are not 
forgotten by their friends of the 
Germania Verein. 
Please let me know when very 
special sunshine is needed.   
Jutta Kiel

Membership
We welcome our newest  
members Jens and Lisa Claussen 
and hope to see them at many  
of our functions.
Ute Nelson
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Birthdays
May

Alois Andermatt
Helmut Blum

Marga Bosbach
Carl Conrad

Eva Hall
Walter Hecker
Peter Heinze
Elsi Jatulionis
Linda Jordan

Sieghart Koch
Shirley Koch
John Kreiser

Jutta Leidreiter
Maria Lippert

Radina Lueneburger
Manfred Mueller
Gertrud Perhson

Henry Rechkemmer
Fred Schmidt

Frieda Schomann
Werner Springer

Ingrid Thurau
Alfred Viereckl
Jerry Weiblen

Christopher Werle
Debra Wolf

Caroline Wolf

June
Roland Bohlander 

Renate Daise-Stewart 
Hannelore Davis

Ned Gault
Roswitha Guzman 

Paul Hendriks
Mark Keil

Steve Klesitz
Georg Kuestermann

Karl Leinberger
Hollis Logue
Anna Long

Richard McKinney
Fred Perhson

Ilse Rex
Joseph Saitta

Frieda Sonksen
Julia Taylor

Rudolph Waiton
Hildegard Wehner

Timothy Weinhagen
Jim Wells

Theo Zimmermann

Germania Ehrenmitgliedschaft
During the past 50 years, Germania has bestowed Ehrenmitgliedschaft 
(Honorary Membership) upon 20 members of the Verein.  These are:

Inge Angerhoefer Hans Giessler Frank Maurer † Fred Perhson Hugo Werle
Fred Bohnhoff † Irmgard Hunter Reinhard Meier Jerry Prosek Albert Wolf †
Georg Breitling Henry Jacoby † Edith Meyer Hermann Rehmeyer Herbert Wolf
Otto Fuggis Elsi Jatulionis Willy Meyer Frieda Sonksen Irma Wolf †

Of those honorary members five have passed away, four have moved 
out of the area, and three are ill. This leaves eight Ehrenmitglieder out 
of 350 Germania members that are active and come to our festivities. 
Guidelines to become an honorary member are as follows:

You must have been a member of the Germania Verein for 20 years.1.	
You must have done exceptional things for the club.2.	
You should have been president for at least one term or have been 3.	
on the board for about 5 years.
You must have been a group leader for at least ten years4.	
Or you should have held a combination of the above positions.5.	

Department News
Schützen
The Schützen celebrated the 
crowning of our new queen at 
our Schützenfest on April 19, 
followed the next day by a brunch 
for guest shooting members from 
Anaheim, CA and Las Vegas, NV.  
Last year’s king, Reinhard Meier 
1st of Niedersachsen, presented his 
chain to our new queen Helene 
Clara Kahlen 1st from Freiburg, 
Bavaria who has won the honor 
for the second time. Vice King 
Cecelie Springer, gave her chain 
to Russell David 1st of California. 
Best wishes to our new queen 
Clara and our new vice king 
Russell for a very happy and 
successful coming year. 
We thank our past king Reinhard 
and past vice queen Cecelie for an 
enjoyable year. We also recognized 
our king-of-kings. This award 
was won by competition shooting 
among past kings, queens, vice 
kings, and vice queens.  Our 
outgoing king-of-kings was Hans 
Sheelke and this years’ distinction 
was won by Hans Kruger.
The Schützen thank all our guests 
who came to the festivities for 
their support. The Bill Blythe 
Band gave their best and everyone 
enjoyed the music to the very end. 
The traditional King’s Brunch was 
held the next day with excellent 
food provided by our members.  
Competitive shooting was held 
between our club and guests. The 
Schützen work very hard, but we 
also enjoy celebrating.  
Although we will not be meeting 
in May, our usual meeting and 
shooting is held every last Sunday 
of the month with a potluck.  
Come and join us.
Gut Schuß! 
Dennis Mueller, Secretary

Choir
On April 5th your Germania Choir performed 
several numbers to an audience of more than 
200 listeners at the Freundshaft Liederkranz Mens Choir concert in 
South San Francisco. Our next appearance will be at our annual Spring 
Concert which we have moved to Sunday, May 18. Please see the front 
page of the newsletter for complete details.  
As we prepare our musical program, now would be a good time to join 
our group of 30+ singers.  We welcome new singers to our practices 
held every Tuesday at 7:30 P.M. upstairs in Germania Hall. For more 
information call Edith Meyer at 408.379.6540 or me at 408.997.3309.          
William “Woody” Woodcock

Line Dancing 
n order for our group to continue we need more participation in our 
classes. Join us the first Thursday of each month from 7 p.m. until 8:30 
p.m. We do have a lot of fun, however, the more the merrier. Looking 

forward to seeing you.  
Keep on dancing!  Jutta Kiel

Carnival 
The Carnival group will be on break for the summer. Look for our 
upcoming events in the next newsletter.  
Alaaf and Helau, Klaus Vorrath



Department Meetings
Carnival

Every 2nd Wednesday of the month.

Choir
Every Tuesday at 7:30 P.M.

Hiking
Call for upcoming hikes and events.

Kaffeeklatsch
Every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12:30 P.M.

Language Group
Stammtisch meets every other Wednesday.

Call for additional event dates.

Line Dancing
Every 1st Thursday of the month at 7:00 P.M.

Skat
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 P.M.

Schützen
Every last Sunday of the month at 11:00 A.M.

Germania Nachrichten
Germania Verein, Inc. 
P.O. Box 622, San Jose, CA 95106-0622
www.germaniaverein.org
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Would you like to receive your 
newsletter via e-mail instead 
of by mail? 
E-mail Ute Nelson at 
GermaniaVerein@aol.com 
or call 408.241.2926.

Widmung für Mütter

Nachdem Gott die Welt geschaffen, ermüdet war von seinem Tun 
hatte er noch eine Arbeit, und tat sie ohne auszuruh’n!

Diese Arbeit – denn er wusste – würd’ sein nächstes Meisterstück.
Er schuf Mütter – aller Farben – dabei hielt er nichts zurück!

Er schuf den Leib – um zu gebären – dann die Seele und das Herz!
Er schuf die Augen und die Tränen, dann die Liebe und den Schmerz!

Den Sinn, um Weisheit zu entfalten, die Hände, die ihr Kindlein halten.
Dann nach allen seinem Tun, gönnte er sich auszuruh’n!
Denn er hatte – wohlbedacht – ein andres Meisterstück vollbracht!

Happy Mother's Day!




